Preface
Stanhope, whom Palmerston seems to have regarded as the first official who made foreign policy his distinctive province. And here in passing I may observe I am aware of some reasons given by Mr Pike* for seeing in the Northern department rather than the Southern the specific germs of the Foreign Office. As a fact, 1 have in the introductory chapter of the present work opened my brief retrospect with a period considerably before that of Stanhope. For the rest it has been my first object, avoiding all excursions into general history, as well as the more universally familiar portions of the diplomatic narrative, to confine myself to the foreign transactions of the English Government, to the individuals chiefly associated with these, and, for choice, to dwell in detail rather upon those that naturally and. properly have occupied less space in the general histories of the time.
My special obligations to other works as well as to individuals have been mentioned generally at what seemed the right place in the course of this narrative. Over and above these, independently too of the Palmerstonian reminiscences by which Lord Granville allowed me to profit, 1 am indebted to Lord Granville himself for many hints upon those periods of which he had personal experience and with which I have had to do. Lord Kimberley also gave me much information bearing on the epoch of his Copenhagen Commission
* The Public Records and tlie Constitution) a lecture delivered  at All Souls College, Oxford, by Luke Owen Pike, M.A.   (Frowde, Oxford
University Press, 1907.)